
Rochester Gets First LEED®
Certified "Green" Building
After months of construction, weeks of documentation and seemingly
endless hours of waiting, the Nietz Building at 4475 Highway 14,
West, was awarded LEED® Certification by the U. S. Green Building
Council in April, making it the first building in Rochester to achieve
this status.

It was quite an honor for all involved, including local general
contractor - Alvin E. Benike, Inc.

"We were grateful to have been part of such a noteworthy project; what
a great learning opportunity," says Mike Benike ofAlvin E. Benike.

The 11,550 square foot building provides office space and warehouse
capacity for Nietz's electrical, mechanical and systems operation. The
company, which has been part of the Rochester business community
for more than 70 years, is owned by Egan Company of Brooklyn Park,
Minn.

According to Justin DeMars, LEED® A.P., Egan Company designer
and point man on the project, "it wasn't new age ideas and expensive
products that got Nietz its certification, just a little extra planning and a
committed team." The primarily steel building provides much needed
warehouse space while floor-to-ceiling windows flood the office spaces
with natural light and rock mulch landscaping eliminates the need for
a permanent irrigation system. In addition, portions of the site were
left undisturbed to preserve the natural grasses and reduce unneeded
construction activities.

The building realizes a 40 percent savings in domestic water, 18
percent in energy savings. is built with 30 percent recycled materials
and had 67 percent of construction waste diverted from landfills.

"It's all part of the sustainability process and green movement," added
DeMars. "And it's a great start for Rochester."

LEED® stands for Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design.
It is a "green building" rating system administered by the U.S. Green
Building Council.

Others involved in the project included interior designer - Pope
Architects, civil engineer - McGhie & Betts, and energy modeler­
Ericksen Ellison & Associates, Inc.

A look inside the LEED®-certified "green" Nietz building.
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