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Kasson woman
remembered for her love
of the everyday things
By Heather J. Carlson
hcarlson@postbulletin.com

It was the everyday things that
brought Pamela Holmquist the most
joy.

Watching the sunset from the porch
of her Kasson home or the birds
swarming her birdfeeder were two of
her favorite things, said her half sister
Jody Nygaard. But most of all, she
loved to share these experiences with
people.

“She would literally call you when
she saw the first cardinal or the first
robin. She just got excited about all
those little things,” Nygaard said.

Family and friends are mourning
after Holmquist was killed in a motor
coach crash Wednesday near Austin.
Pamela, 56, and her mother, Betty
Holmquist, 82, also of Kasson, were
both on the Strain Bus Line returning
from a day at Diamond Jo Casino in
Iowa when the driver lost control and

the bus rolled in a
ditch. Betty is in
fair condition at
Austin Medical
Center. 

Two were killed
— the other fatality
was Rhonda Hill,
52, of Plainview —
and 21 were
injured.

Pamela grew up
in Rochester and
graduated from
John Marshall

High School in 1971. She spent many
years working as both a waitress and
cook at her parents’ restaurant, the
Village Inn in Kasson. She also worked
as a baker at Saint Marys Hospital in
Rochester. 

During her life, she suffered two
aneurysms — one in 1984 and one in
1998, according to her half sister. As
a result, she was unable to work full-

time.
But Pamela kept busy volunteering

at St. John’s Lutheran Church.
“Each week she came in at the end

of the week and stuffed bulletins for
Sunday morning and I know that she
was here making lefse with our ladies
for the big lutefisk dinner,” said church
secretary Elaine Thoreson.

Nygaard said a friend called to tell
her about the horrible bus crash on
Interstate 90. But it wasn’t until she
got a call a few hours later from her
half sister Shelly Holmquist in North
Carolina that she learned the mother
and daughter had both been on the

bus. Later that evening they got the
bad news that Pamela had died.

While at the hospital, Nygaard talked
to the man who had been sitting next
to her half sister on the bus. 

“He told us that Pamela had had
such a good day — been laughing and
really enjoying herself all day,”
Nygaard said.

Pamela had asked to sit in the bus’s
front-row aisle seat so she could chat
with the bus driver. The man said that
if he and Pamela had switched seats,
he likely would have been the one
killed. 

Ultimately, her family says they will

remember Pamela’s laughter and love
for them.

“She was just always so eager to see
all of us,” Nygaard said. “Family was
the most important thing to her.”
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BUS ROLLOVER / VICTIMS

By Elliot Mann
emann@postbulletin.com

Workers began moving dirt today on the center-
piece of a multimillion-dollar, 100-acre environ-
mental center in northwest Rochester.

In the works for more than a decade, the center
is intended to be a teaching laboratory for local
residents on energy sources and water ecology.

Organizers hope to open Cascade Meadow Wet-
lands and Environmental Science Center by Sep-
tember. Today, construction crews held a formal
groundbreaking for a planned 16,000-square-foot,
two-story building.

“It’s exciting,” said Greg Munson, executive
director at Cascade Meadow Wetlands and Envi-
ronmental Science Center. “The reality is that none
of us knew what direction this was going at the
beginning, but this project truly has taken a life of
its own.”

The center will be on native prairie bounded by
West Circle Drive, 19th Street Northwest and Wilder
Road Northwest, directly south of Rochester Athletic
Club. The area is near the future site of Lourdes
High School.

Education will be at the forefront, and the center
will provide a meeting point for classes and exhibits,
Munson said. The center will partner with schools,
including Lourdes and Winona State University,
which have already asked about water-monitoring
studies.

Munson said another long-term goal is a natural
play area, which could link some of the family-cen-
tered activities of the Rochester Athletic Club to
the environmental center.

Organizers don’t want to duplicate services that
are already offered at Rochester’s popular Quarry
Hill Nature Center, where Munson served as director
for more than 20 years, so Cascade Meadow will
focus on water and energy.

The on-site science center will incorporate geot-
hermal heating with water from the pond. The water
will be used to cool the building in the summer
and provide heat in the winter.

Jack and Mary Ann Remick of Rochester are the
benefactors of Cascade Meadow. The project evolved
from a casual conversation in 2000 between Jack
Remick and Larry Tarnow, a member of the Cas-
cade Meadow Core Planning Team.

Remick, who owns the Rochester Athletic Club,
wondered at the time if he should create a smaller
version of Eagle Bluff Environmental Learning
Center in Lanesboro, which is 80 acres surrounded
by 1,000 acres of state-managed forest. Since then,
Cascade Meadow has carved out its own niche.

Munson said eight different types of wetlands are
planned for the grounds, but they’ll take longer

than the building to take shape.
Crews are already mining gravel at the site of the

project’s eight-acre acre pond, with the hope of
expanding it by another three acres, Munson said.
Other work will be done to reclaim the natural
habitat of the area and clear trails.

“The wetland is like any other natural system. It
evolves,” Munson said.
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A Spam special

Innovation is alive and
well at Hormel, former
CEO writes in book. B1

Update
Man sentenced for

setting fire in
Stewartville. A3

Today’s question:
Dear Answer Man, what hap-

pened to the stream that used to
run through Essex Park? It’s com-
pletely dry now. — Joanne Dodge

The cool, clear answer is on page
A2.

Answer Man

Humble origins

The tune of “The Star-
Spangeled Banner”
comes from an 18th-
century British drinking
song called “The
Anacreontic Song.”

Factoid

Obituaries
Page B2
Jeannette Fenske, Phoenix, Ariz.
Kevin Flick, Denver
Rhonda Hill, Plainview
Kathleen Modica, Rochester
Steven Schultz, Chatfield
Durward Shepard, Rochester
Hollis Stevenson, Rochester
Marjorie Vongroven, Winona

Index

Corrections 
• An ad on page A10 Thursday

listed an incorrect phone number for
the Kahler Grand Hotel’s Thanks-
giving buffet reservations. The cor-
rect number is (507) 280-6200, ext.
2525.

• A map published on page A5
Tuesday showing the location of the
proposed university housing project
in downtown Rochester was incor-
rect. The project would be on the
east side of the 300 block of First
Avenue Southwest, a block south of
the location shown on the map.

The Post-Bulletin is committed 
to publishing fair and accurate infor-
mation, in print and online. 
If you find an error or have a 
concern, call Managing Editor 
Jay Furst at 285-7742 or 
e-mail furst@postbulletin.com.

Jerry Olson, jolson@postbulletin.com

The bus involved in the fatal accident Wednesday on Interstate 90 has been towed to Midtown Auto Clinic
in Austin. Two people died in the crash and 21 were injured.

Holmquist

Wetlands begin to take shape

SHOCK, GRIEF SET IN

PAGE A4
• Rhonda Hill remembered as

devoted mom
• ‘You never expect to have

respond to something like this’
• 2 Fontaine Tower residents

among the injured

What happened:
Groundbreaking for Cascade
Meadow Wetlands and
Environmental Science Center
was today. 

Why it matters: Plans call for
a 16,000 square-foot, two-story
building at the 100-acre site. The
multimillion dollar project is
intended to provide water and
energy education for local
schools and residents.

What’s next: Officials will
continue construction on the
site and also work to restore
the native prairie. The new
Lourdes High School and a
new Paws and Claws animal
shelter are planned nearby as
well. Cascade Meadow is
expected to open in
September.
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Cascade Meadow Wetlands and
Environmental Science Center

Rick Dahl, rdahl@postbulletin.com

Rochester will get a new look on nature
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